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BY: MAIJA \ PENIKIS ;.

Posi-Crucent staff writer =
is“story sounded likeisome

“expert, -had: actually;lived
‘through what others o I
“about. -~

~with the CIA and Air Force in-
+telligence as he traveled ‘exten-
~sively in: Europe and South
“America,

and espionage agents. .. - -

. aware of the questionable work-
ings of the CIA and the Air Force,
the false intelligence reports that
both prepared, and the pressure
they put on companies who chal-

¢ lenged anything they had to

i say,” James explained. .

He was at the Fox Valley Tech-

years as an agent.
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in the 1960s, unaware, ‘‘as most
Americans are," .of the the dark

world . of spies, and undercover :

agents

A ‘recent physws graduate of

Case ‘Western - Reserve- Univer-
sity and a rocket engmeer with
Pratt- & Whitney, he was ap-
proached by the CIA and asked to
. help-gather information on the
Soviet scientists whom he met at
conferences.
“1 agreed but only as a. scien-
- tist.” At no time did 1 receive
‘ money from the government and
I did not sign -the secrecy oath,”

o —— - — -

“ to do the latter that he'is able to

write books and talk about hlS ex- -
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tHing out of a'spy novel, but Pe-: 1
ter ‘James, “a former.tocket’ f‘
: ‘éngineer and. foreign technology;-‘ ,

rad .

- He hunself is a former Spy, .
ho.' became” heavily . involved *

--attending - . scientific
‘conferences : and meeting - fre-™
.quently with. foreign. scnentlsts:.f-

‘“That was before I' became""

nical Institute Monday to give an -
illustrated lecture about his

The author of two books..“Axr;'.,
.Force Mafia” and *'Soviet Con- ‘"
iquest: from Space,”” 'is currently -
touring the United States trying ™~

. ‘toyget. people, involved..'!in;.the
. workings of their own govern-
" ments.to rdise enough questions :
. to makepeople think,"hesaid. -- .

He himself had gotten involved .
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'perlences w1thout havmg to go
" through red tape and censorship.
~.*The main tasK for me was to
N try to get. pictures and back-
'~ 'ground information about the So-
“viet'scientists I was meeting at
- scientific “conferences,” - James
said.- He illustrated his success
+with slides in which'groups of
smiling men posed informally in .
. front: of ‘famous European
- landmarks. . :
*Often I found’ ey were. tak-"
ing my picture, so we had pie-
~tures. of each other taking
.pictures,” he said, acknowledg-.
ing that the situation had a spy-
‘versus-spy twist.. -
" Now and then, the Soviet group
" smiling bemgnly into the camera
-~ “included :one or ‘two men with
‘sunglasses, desplteac)oudy day. -
~*““There was little questlon they .
“ knew "their picture- was being.
~taken, of course, and that it may
 well end up in CIA files, but the
- sunglasses make-it tmpossnble to
" get a clean shot of the face,” the
.- speaker explained. What helpedf

- *x-James in his work was his pretty
he said. It’s because he dechned i

‘*? wife, -who obligingly ‘posed for
photographs with the scientists,

: enhancmg the p jcture and mak- j

‘ :f':‘l thmk the Amenccn
system is shll fhe best in

STAT

f'rhe world Con you o

B |mcxgme what would hove

hoppened tome hadl
' triedto do what | did i in
. the Soviet Union?"
Peter James, former spy

ing it look as if a pleasant after-*

noon had been spent on a sunny

day in Vemce James pomted

out.

helped was that he had chosen

for his ‘“‘cover”’. the truth rather:
A»than made-up storles about hxs 4
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past

oy “lf you tell the truth you can’t’
“'be caught in any lies. You tell:
~them you are a-scientist, for ex-
“ampte, and- they understand’

when you answer; ‘I'm sorry, but
I am not at liberty to tell you

~that,” when they ask a question’
“-that could be dangerous » J ames
wsaid. T o
: "And so the scxentlst and his
~wife went from conference to
_conference, cocktail party to
‘cocktail party, picking up pic-
“tures and -bits of information

throughout " the world for nme
years.
“By the late 19605 however I

..+ began running across question-
~able information about cur own

CIA and Air Force. I was told by

my own bosses that the policy at -

the plant was that ‘anyone who

upsets the Ais.Force would pes--
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Another thmg that he felt




.
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Sonauny. get’ ésuer=1 out of the!
door,”” James said. - ~ !
‘He said he started to dig!
» around some more. That came to .
i theattention of the Air Force and i
* hewas called in-and told to stop.
. When he refused, his travels
were restricted and he was told
+ by the CIA that ‘“‘there could be
.troubles with the executjve
branch” if he.persisted.

Those were the years, James
pointed-out,. before the CIA. was
actuallyexposed for such-things
. as opening mail, bugging private

residences, and keeping- close
. tabs on Martin Luther King.
“I felt my own life was in dan-
" ger shortly after Daniel Ellsberg
‘- released  his famous- papers
about how our own country had
- lied about what it was doing in
© other countries,” James.told the
audience, iy
“‘All hell broke loose and I'
. learned through various sources :
that the executive branch had or- ;
dered all leaks stopped, no mat- |
. ter what,”” he said. L
; ~James ended up being under
- ; total surveillance by the people
he had worked wi th, other Amer-
»ican agents. o ‘
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